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Informative Labeling Bill Introduced in Senate 

Senator McNary, chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry, on May 14 introduced a bill (S. 1133), 
identical with the Mapes bill (H. R. 730), requiring the inform- 
ative labeling of canned foods of inferior quality. The bill was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

As previously noted in the Information Letter, the Mapes 
bill has been favorably reported by the House Committee on 
Agriculture and is now on the House Calendar. 

The Senate passed its farm relief bill on Tuesday. The 
principal point of difference between the Senate and House 
bills is the debenture plan, which under the Senate bill can be 
placed in operation at the option of the Farm Board. The bill 
as passed by the Senate was reported to the House on Wednes- 
day and was later sent to conference. 

After the passage of the farm relief bill the Senate made 
the census and reapportionment bill the regular order of busi- 
ness. On May 16 it passed the bill (S. 101) providing for the 
establishment of laboratories to test the protein content of 
wheat. 

The House continued debate on the tariff bill, without set- 
ting a date for the termination of the general debate.. In the 
meantime the Ways and Means Committee met and heard recom- 
mendations of members of the House as to amendments they 
desire in the bill. It is anticipated that amendments to the bill 
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on the floor of the House will be permitted in only a limited 
number of articles, and such amendments as are adopted will 
be chiefly those reported out favorably by the Committee on 
Ways and Means as a result of representations made to the Com- 
mittee by members of the House. 


Mediterranean Fruit Fly Quarantine Revised 


Revision of the rules and regulations supplemental to the 
Mediterranan fruit fly quarantine has been made by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, effective May 10. 


The changes and additions provide (1) for the holding of 
citrus fruit in approved cold storage plants after June 15; (2) 
for the shipment of limes from Monroe and Dade Counties, sub- 
sequent to June 15; (3) for use of packing houses in lightly 
infested zones, when other facilities are absent, for the packing 
of fruit coming from the surrounding protective zones and ad- 
jacent points outside thereof; (4) for the interstate move- 
ment under permit of host fruits and vegetables in dining cars, 
and (5) that bulk, mail and automobile truck movement of host 
vegetables from any part of a quarantined State is prohibited. 

On May 16th the Plant Quarantine Control Administration 
issued a regulation prohibiting the movement of all host fruits 
and vegetables from the entire state of Florida into the fol- 
lowing states: Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, Nevada, 
Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and North 
and South Carolina. 


Condition of California Fruit Crops 


In reporting on the fruit crop prospects in California the 
California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service on May 10 states 
that it is somewhat early to speak advisedly, as some fruits had 
not developed by May 1 to a point where it is possible to deter- 
mine production with any degree of accuracy. Furthermore, 
temperatures this spring have been sub-normal and the season 
is late. In the following comments there is given the condition 
in comparison with a normal, or “full” crop, and there is taken 
into consideration not only frost injury but all other factors 
that have a tendency to influence production. 


Apples.—Prospects are only fair at present. The Graven- 
stein area of Sonoma County was hit by the frost and as a re- 
sult not more than a half a crop is expected in that locality. 
Conditions are somewhat better in the Watsonville area. 
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Peaches.—The combined condition of Clingstones and Free- 
stones is only 42 per cent of normal, while last year at this 
date it was 87. Clingstone varieties were severely damaged by 
the frost particularly in the Sacramento Valley where county 
prospects vary from 5 to 20 per cent of acrop. Although there 
was a great deal of damage in the San Joaquin Valley, the out- 
look is much better, as the county reports range from 25 to 80 
per cent. The crop in southern California is promising at the 
present time. For the state, the condition of Cling peaches is 36 
per cent of normal, which may be compared with 87 at this date 
a year ago. In 1928 the produetion of Clingstone peaches 
amounted to 414,000 tons, of which 70,000 tons were not utilized. 
Inasmuch as the majority of the Freestone peaches are pro- 
duced in the San Joaquin Valley, where conditions are more 
favorable, the outlook for peaches of this class is somewhat 
better. The average condition for the State is 55 per cent of 
normal. Last year at this date the condition was 86 and the 
production amounted to 204,000 tons. 


Apricots.—The condition of the apricot crop is 57 per cent 
of normal. In comparing the present outlook with the crop 
produced a year ago, it appears that the 1929 production will 
approximate that of 1928, which was comparatively light. Frost 
injury was quite general but the heavy producing areas were 
the least affected. 


Pears.—It is impossible to give dependable information 
on the pear crop at present. Areas affected by the frost have 
a great deal of fruit with brown centers and reports are very 
conflicting as to whether or not this fruit is going to stick. A 
large number of correspondents, however, report the May 1 
condition to be 64 per cent of normal. In 1928 it was 86 per 
cent. Therefore, unless conditions change a great deal, the 1929 
pear crop will be somewhat under the production of last year. 

Cherries.—The condition of the total cherry crop is 52 per 
cent of normal, which may be compared with 60 a year ago. 
Canning cherries (Royal Anne) although damaged by frost in 
interior districts, are in fairly good condition in the important 
coastal areas. The production of canning cherries will approxi- 
mate that of a year ago. The situation for the black or ship- 
ping varieties which are more widely grown is somewhat dif- 
ferent and from present indications may be from 25 to 30 per 
cent short of last year. 
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Truck Crop Markets 


Recent reports on the condition of fruit crops indicate con- 
siderably lighter production than last year in most sections of 
the country, according to the U. S. Market News Service. The 
Georgia peach crop may be relatively light. Supplies of apples 
in cold storage plants on May 1 were 10 per cent less than last 
spring and 20 per cent below the average holdings. Strawberries 
will be very plentiful this year, with a 25 per cent increase in 
the important intermediate states. Maryland and Missouri 
each expect over 30,000,000 quarts. Berry shipments reached 
the high average of 325 cars daily during the week ended May 
11; all the leading states are now active. 

Texas’ output of tomatoes increased to 250 cars and Mex- 
ican imports to 230 cars, but Florida shipments decreased to 
650. Movement of string beans increased sharply to 685 cars, 
mostly from Louisiana, Florida and South Carolina. Lettuce 
shipments, chiefly from central California, required 1,285 cars. 
Alabama cucumbers were starting and movement from Florida 
was still heavy. Citrus fruit continued to move in heavy volume. 
Combined shipments of the principal fruits and vegetables de- 
creased slightly to 19,240 cars during the week. 

California citrus crop prospects are, at the present time, 
only slightly less favorable than at this time last year. Florida 
has been suffering from drought and as yet there has been 
only a very light set of citrus fruits. On May 1 the condition 
of Florida oranges and grapefruit was the lowest for that date 
in twelve years, indicating only two-thirds to three-fourths of 
an average yield per tree. Condition of oranges was 61 per 
cent and grapefruit 56 per cent of normal. Production and 
shipments of Florida citrus will also be reduced by the Mediter- 
ranean fruit fly quarantine. 

Shipments of apples decreased about 30 per cent from the 
record of the preceding week and totaled only 400 cars, about 
equally divided between eastern and western fruit. Approxi- 
mately 126,000 cars of apples have already been shipped this 
season, as against 93,000 all of last season. 

Seven of the intermediate strawberry states—from Mary- 
land, Delaware and New Jersey westward to Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas and parts of California—expect a combined crop of 
108,641,000 quarts, or nearly one-fourth more than last year. 
Acreage was reduced but average yield was indicated at the 
high figure of 2,000 quarts per acre. The biggest gain is in 
Maryland, where 30,415,000 quarts are estimated, compared 
with 16,105,000 last season. Missouri expects a large crop of 
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33,480,000 quarts, or 5,000,000 more than in 1928. Delaware 
and New Jersey show slight decreases to 12,000,000 and 13,- 
830,000 quarts respectively. Condition of the berry crop was 
very good on May 1, averaging 86 per cent of normal, com- 
pared with 77 per cent a year ago. 


y Apr. 28 May Totalthis Totallast Tota! 
Commodity S11 ay 4 12 seasonto seasonto last 
1 1 19260 May 11 May 12 season 
Apples, total 407 578 a72 125,008 91,280 93,004 
Eastern states ....... 205 235 123 61,857 43,052 44,415 
Western states ...... aaa 240 64,051 47,287 48,679 
ASPAFARUB 112 194 Iss 1,686 2.417 2.878 
1,064 1,108 1,106 15,568 11,277 88,467 
345 189 6,345 3,667 7,478 
209 107 9,504 8,860 9.046 
CHOON 260 251 242 2,040 1,856 4,688 
Mixed vegetables: 
71 #08 14,708 15,617 88,367 
60060600600 12 23 2 24,407 18,74 18,744 
Peppers: 
938 123 77 1.811 1,621 3.569 
5 1 26 542 726 
2.223 1,770 10,055 6,083 18,715 
466 279 4,108 8,078 6,707 
Tomatoes: 
905 R45 970 7447 5.487 30,358 
232 “4 118 5,885 5,801 5.525 
6 Cherry Crop Prospects in New York 


Frosts during April were reported to have injured the 
cherries in certain localities of the Hudson Valley and Ontario 
county and some of the grapes and peaches along Lake Erie. Only 
slight damage was reported from the other parts of the state. 
With frosts still occurring the first ten days of May, it is not 
too late for serious frost damage to still occur. A condition 
of 77 per cent of normal is now indicated, according to the New 
York state crop reports issued May 13. 

The reports also indicate that cherries of bearing age have 
increased about 20 per cent during the past nine years and that 
there has been a considerable shift in varieties. Sour cherries 
appear to make up about 84 per cent of the total and sweets 
16 per cent. Of the sours, about 75 per cent are of bearing age 
and about 25 per cent under bearing age. Of the sweet, about 
80 per cent are of bearing age and 20 per cent under bearing 
age, 

Of the sour cherries of bearing age, nearly 75 per cent 
are Montmorencies, 15 per cent Early Richmonds and 9 per 
cent English Morellos. Of the sweet cherries of bearing age, 
about 21 per cent are Black Tartarians, 28 per cent Windsors, 

€ 21 per cent Napoleon Bigarreaus, 7 per cent Schmidts Bigar- 
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reaus and the remaining 23 per cent Yellow Spanish and other 
varieties. 


The reports also indicate that, of the sour cherries below 
bearing age, about 79 per cent are of the Montmorency variety, 
10 per cent of the Early Richmond, 9 per cent of the English 
Morello and 2 per cent of other varieties. The trees below 
bearing age among the sweet cherries indicate that about 28 
per cent are Black Tartarians, 26 per cent Windsors, 15 per 
cent Napoleon Bigarreaus, 11 per cent Schmidts Bigarreaus, 
8 per cent Bings and 17 per cent of other varieties. 


Weather Conditions 


Because of the persistently cool weather and frequent 
rains, field work has become very backward over much of the 
eastern half of the country, especially in the central valley 
States, according to the Weather Bureau's report for the week 
ended May 14. The first half of the week was more favorable 
than during several preceding weeks, which permitted consider- 
able progress in plowing and planting in north central and 
northern sections, but at the same time it was too cool for good 
germination and growth, while rains in interior and northern 
sections near the close of the period again stopped active opera- 
tions. There was some local frost damage to fruit, and the 
general wetness was unfavorable for pollination in many places. 
In most interior sections farm operations are now considerably 
later than usual, in many places from two to three weeks or 
more behind. 


In the Atlantic States conditions were more favorable, 
especially during the latter part of the week when considerably 
warmer and mostly fair weather prevailed, permitting active 
field operations. In the more southern districts temperatures 
were favorable, while rains in the Southwest were beneficial in 
relieving droughty conditions as far north as south central and 
southwestern Oklahoma, but in parts of this State, and portions 
of Texas, excessive rains caused much damage by washing 
and flooding, necessitating considerable replanting. It is still 
too dry from western Texas westward to the Pacific Ocean. 

The central Great Plains and lower Missouri Valley were 
much too wet, but conditions were generally favorable in the 
northern Plains and Central Northern States where much of 
the week was fair; while coolness retarded growth of some 
crops, it promoted good rooting and stooling of spring grains. 
West of the Rocky Mountains warmer weather was helpful, 
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though more moisture would be beneficial in sections. There 
was some frost damage to unprotected fruit in parts of the far 
Northwest. 


Bermuda Vegetable Shipments 
From November 17, the beginning of the Bermuda vegetable 
shipment season, to April 30, shipments of Bermuda vegetables 
to the United States have totaled 6,164,000 pounds, as compared 
with 8,730,000 pounds during the preceding season. Potatoes 
and celery are now the principal articles shipped. 


Fruit in Cold Storage 


Cold storage holdings of fruit on May 1, as reported by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were: 


May 1, 1929 May 1,1928 Syear average 
317,000 262,000 
2,231,000 2,880,000 
460,000 
93,000 


5.000 4,000 8,000 
Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds) .... 36,659,000 22,742,000 


Business Conditions 

The volume of trade during the week ended May 11, as re- 
flected by check payments, was smaller than in the previous week 
but larger than a year ago, according to the weekly statement 
of the Department of Commerce. The primary distribution 
of goods, as indicated by freight-car loadings covering the 
latest reported week, was about 9 per cent greater than a year 
ago. 

The general level of wholesale prices showed a decline from 
the preceding week and was more than 4 per cent lower than 
a year ago. Loans and discounts of Federal reserve member 
banks showed a decline from the previous week and a gain over 
last year. Interest rates on both call and time loans averaged 
higher than in either period. Business failures were smaller 
in number than a year ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 
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973,876 
875,288 
310,253 
862,012 


Proposed Canned Vegetable Rate Change Suspended 


Schedules proposing to change the rates on canned vege- 
tables (pickles and tomatoes) from Keokuk, Iowa, to Evansville, 
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Apples: 
Pears: 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. Cc. L. Other 
Week ended 1,050,192 411,478 265,388 
Corresponding week, 1028 ...... 978,053 395,063 263,837 
Corresponding week, 1927 ....., 1,024,761 396,041 264,008 
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Ind., and Louisville, Ky., have been suspended unti] December 
15, 1929, by the Interstate Commerce Commission pending 
a hearing, the date of which will be set later by the Commission. 


Supplemental Order in Tin Can Rate Case 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has issued a sup- 
plemental order postponing until December 15, 1929, tariffs pro- 
posed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad and the Union Pacific 
Railroad containing new rates and charges on cans in Illinois 
and Western Trunk Line territories and between those terri- 
tories and Central territory. 


Additional Data on Fruit Storage 


With this week’s issue of the Information Letter is a table 
giving the per cent of loss due to springers in peaches and pears 
packed in plain cans with water and with 40° syrup and stored 
at various temperatures. At the time bulletin 23-L was issued 
these fruits had been packed for only a short time and the 
data available at that time are given in Table 3. 


It is suggested that the table accompanying this issue of 
the Letter be filed with bulletin 23-L so that the full data 
of the packs discussed in that bulletin be included. 


Canadian Production of Canned Fruits and Vegetables 


The value of all canned fruits and vegetables produced in 
Canada in 1927 was $14,332,914, a decrease from the preced- 
ing year of $1,901,046, according to the Foodstuffs Division of 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. The province 
of Ontario leads in value of production with $9,418,678, or 
nearly 66 per cent of the total for the Dominion. British Col- 
umbia is second with $3,243,809, or 22.6 per cent, and Quebec 
third with $1,365,893, or nearly 9.5 per cent. 

Tomatoes, corn, peas and baked beans are the largest in- 
dividual items in the canned vegetable group, aggregating in 
value $9,191,148 in a total of $9,963,449. In canned fruit 
production pears, apples, peaches and raspberries made up §$1,- 
370,015 in a total of $2,253,696. Preserved fruit in this section 
totaled $1,142,256 and other miscellaneous products $973,513. 

The greatest diversity in canned products is to be found 
in Ontario and British Columbia where with favored climatic 
conditions the growing of fruits and vegetables is carried on 
in greatest variety and abundant yield. 


: 
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The total value of imports of canned fruit and vegetables 
increased from $3,180,323 in 1926 to $3,697,235 in 1927, while 
exports also increased from $1,158,108 in 1926 to $1,360,802 in 
1927. Of the imports 67.5 per cent of canned fruits and 58 per 
cent of canned vegetables came from the United States. On the 
other hand the United Kingdom took over 86.5 per cent of can- 
ned fruits and 91 per cent of canned vegetables exported 
during the calender year 1927. Exports of canned vegetables 
to the United States rose from $925 in 1926 to over $2,000 in 
1927. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in April 


A small decline in the general of wholesale prices from 
March to April is shown by the index of the U. S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. The bureau's weighted index number stands 
at 96.8 for April, compared with 97.5 for March, a decrease of 
approximately three-fourths of 1 per cent. Compared with 
April 1928, there is a decrease of a little more than one-half of 
1 per cent. The food group as a whole declined nearly one-half 
of 1 per cent from March to April. 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for April 
15, 1929, a decrease of a little less than 1 per cent since March 


15, 1929, and a decrease of about one-third of 1 per cent since 
April 15, 1928. 

The average price of evaporated milk decreased 3 per cent 
and canned corn 1 per cent. Canned tomatoes increased 1 per 
cent, and no change was reported in canned salmon, baked 
beans and peas. 


Employment Conditions in April 


Employment increased 0.5 per cent in April, as compared 
with March, and pay-roll totals increased 0.1 per cent, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This report is based 
upon returns from 29,956 establishments having in April 4,931,- 
645 employees whose combined earnings in one week were $136,- 
664,271. The industrial groups surveyed were manufacturing, 
mining, public utilities, trade, and hotels. Employment in man- 
ufacturing industries showed an increase in April this year 
for the first time in April since 1921. 


Tariff Increased on Flaxseed, Milk and Window Glass 

Increases of the duties on flaxseed, milk, cream and window 
glass, under the provisions of the flexible tariff, will become 
effective by proclamation of the President prior to the enac- 
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ment of the new tariff bill. The rate on flaxseed will be in- 
creased from 40 cents to 56 cents a bushel; on milk, from 214 
cents to 3% cents per gallon; on cream, from 20 cents to 30 
cents per gallon; and on window glass, by % cent to 144 cents 
per pound, depending on the size. 


Canada to Study Pacific Pilchard and Herring Industries 


A commission appointed by the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments will investigate the pilchard and herring fishing in- 
dustries in British Columbia, according to the American consul 
at Vancouver. The investigation results from the increasing 
catch of pilchards and herring for use in making fish oil and 
meal, and the need of more knowledge as to the supply of these 
fish and possibilities of depletion. 


Fish Conserving Industry at Trieste 


Fish conserving concerns in the Trieste district of Italy, 
including two large establishments and about 25 smaller ones, 
have an annual production of about 20,000,000 tins, according to 
a report received in the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce from the American consul. 
Exports of the products of these establishments to the United 
States in 1927 and 1928 were as follows: 


1927 1928 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 
FPilets of anchovies 583,762 $235,014 874,617 $310,485 
146.875 41.239 370,064 90,106 
13,903 3.076 8.885 1,660 
61.428 14,610 9.301 2.754 
806,458 205.739 1,300,503 422.050 


Danish Canned Food Market 

Annual consumption of canned vegetables in Denmark is 
estimated at about $800,000, according to the assistant trade 
commissioner at Copenhagen. The domestic canning industry 
continues to supply the bulk of the Danish demand for canned 
vegetables, the production of this class of canned foods in 1927 
amounting to about 1,870. short tons, chiefly peas, string beans, 
carrots, spinach and parsley. 

Since 1924, when the tariff on canned fruits was increased, 
Danish consumption has dropped materially. Imports of canned 
fruits in 1927 totaled 1,618,320 pounds valued at $190,548, 
of which the United States furnished 1,149,720 pounds valued 
at $131,052. Canned vegetable imports during the same year 
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amounted to 390,280 pounds valued at $52,796, of which 230,120 
pounds valued at $30,016 came from the United States. 


Australia Grants Bounty on Peaches Exported 


Australia has decided to grant a bounty of 36 cents per 
dozen 30-ounce tins of canned peaches of the 1928-29 pack ex- 
ported to Great Britain, according to information from the 
American trade commissioner at Sydney. 


The bounty is subject to certain conditions, including the 
appointment by the Government of New South Wales and Vic- 
toria of a board of management to control the State cannery 
in New South Wales and the Victorian cooperative canneries, 
and the acceptance of other recommendations made by the 
Development and Migration Commission for the reorganization 
of the canned fruits industry. In the event of the State Min- 
istries declining to accept the conditions the Commonwealth 
bounty will be reduced to 24 cents a dozen tins, the amount 
offered originally. No announcement has yet been made con- 
cerning the payment of bounties on apricots or pears, which 
were also asked for, but it is understood that these will not be 
granted. 


New Law Governing Milk Powder Trade in Porto Rico 


By a new law effective 90 days after the date of its approval 
by the Governor, which was April 25, Porto Rico will require 
that imports of milk powder be made under license or permit 
obtained from the Insular Health Department. The license 
system, with other provisions of the law, are designed to con- 
trol the sale of milk powder unsuitable for human consumption. 


Reports Available from Commerce Department 

A detailed report on conditions in the fishing industry in 
the Halifax district received from the American consul at that 
port is available from the Department of Commerce or any of 
its district or cooperative offices. 

The Department will also loan a report received from the 
office of the trade commissioner at San Juan on the Porto Rican 
fruit-growing and canning industry and the market for canned 
fruits and vegetables. 


Truck Crop Notes 


Estimates of the commercial acreage of cucumbers and 
tomatoes issued by the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
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mates on May 16 furnish the following information: 

Cucumbers for table use.—The estimated acreage planted 
in the second early states is 11 per cent below the acreage grown 
in 1928 and 11 per, cent below the average acreage during the 
past five years. An increase of 2 per cent over the acreage 
grown last year is reported as intended in New York. Com- 
bining the acreage planted or intended in all states, the total is 
2 per cent above the acreage grown last season. 


Tomatoes for table use.—Acreage in the second early states 
is estimated to be 5 per cent less than in 1928, or slightly lower 
than originally planned. Growers in the intermediate states 
reported an intention to plant an acreage equal to last year's. 
The acreage of the earliest crops, including that of last fall, has 
been estimated as 24 per cent larger than in 1928. 


Preliminary reports on tomatoes in five intermediate states 
indicate that the acreage in these states is about 6 per cent less 
than that grown last year, but is above the acreage grown prior 
to 1928. Plantings in the fifteen late states are still dependent 
on weather conditions, but if growers plant the acreage re- 
ported as intended, there will be about 37,560 acres, an in- 
crease of 12 per cent over the acreage given last year. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


Paper mulch.—Suggestions for paper-mulch trials are 
given in an 8-page bulletin issued as Circular No. 77 of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. The bulletin deals with soil 
conditions in relation to paper-mulch, the kinds of paper used, 
methods of applying, and costs. 


Control of codling moth.—The Department of Agricul- 
ture has recently issued a revised edition of Farmers’ Bulletin 
1326-F on the control of the codling moth in the Pacific North- 
west. It describes the life history of the codling moth and con- 
tains a chart showing how and when the various stages of the 
pest develop. Spray schedules for both apples and pears are 
given. The importance of the calyx spray is emphasized, and 
it is urged that no other farm operations, such as irrigating, 
cultivating, or handling alfalfa in the orchard, should be allowed 
to interfere with the spray program. — 


Cucumber beetles.—The results of a number of experiments 
on the control of cucumber beetles on Long Island, believed to 
be generally applicable wherever the beetles are abundant, are 
briefly reviewed in station Circular So. 113 issued by the New 
York State Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva. 


